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PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE 
From 24 March 2027, new building regulations will begin to apply to new homes in England. However, 
due to transition arrangements, many developments already underway may continue under the current 
regulations until March 2028. Here are the questions we're most often asked.

WILL ALL NEW HOMES NEED TRIPLE GLAZING FROM 2027?

Triple glazing is not a requirement under the Future Homes Standard. Although there has been a lot of 
discussion within the industry, the new regulations do not force builders or developers to install triple 
glazing.

The energy performance targets for windows remain unchanged:

• Typical new-build windows: 1.2 W/m²K
• Doors: 1.0 W/m²K
• Maximum allowable window U-value: 1.6 W/m²K

The regulations assess the overall energy performance of the whole home, so developers can meet the 
required standard by improving other areas such as insulation, solar panels (PV), heating systems or 
airtightness.

WHAT IS CHANGING?

The biggest change is how window performance is 
measured.

Until now, window performance has been based on a 
standard reference size. From March 2027, each 
window will be assessed using its actual size and 
design, giving a more accurate measure of its thermal 
performance.

This means:

• Larger windows may achieve slightly better U-
values.

• Smaller or narrower windows may record slightly 
higher U-values because they contain proportionally 
more frame than glass.

• Manufacturers will provide performance data across 
a much wider range of window sizes.

WHY DOES WINDOW SIZE NOW MATTER?

Smaller windows have a higher proportion of frame compared with glass. As window frames naturally 
insulate less effectively than the glass itself, smaller windows can achieve slightly higher U-values, even 
when made from the same materials.

This change simply provides a more accurate reflection of how each individual window performs.



WILL THIS AFFECT THE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE?

Many existing high-performance double-glazed windows will continue to meet the new regulations.

Rather than introducing completely different products, manufacturers are more likely to provide additional 
performance data and where appropriate, offer glazing options suited to different window sizes or property 
designs.

WILL SOLAR GAIN BECOME MORE IMPORTANT?

Solar gain will play a much bigger role in how homes are assessed.

The new energy calculation method considers how sunlight naturally warms a home during winter while 
also helping to prevent overheating during summer.

As a result:

• North-facing windows may benefit from glazing that allows more natural heat into the home.
• South- and west-facing windows may benefit from solar-control glass to reduce overheating.

This allows homes to achieve better comfort and energy efficiency throughout the year.

WILL HOMES BECOME MORE AIRTIGHT?
Future homes will be built to much higher airtightness standards.

Reducing unwanted air leakage helps improve energy efficiency, making high-quality window installation 
more important than ever.

Greater attention will be given to:

• Sealing around window frames.
• Preventing air leakage.
• Reducing the risk of condensation around the edge of the glass.

WILL WINDOWS BECOME MORE EXPENSIVE?

The new regulations do not automatically mean windows will cost more.

Because compliance is based on the performance of the whole building, developers can choose the most 
cost-effective combination of products and technologies to meet the required standard.

WHAT ARE WE DOING TO PREPARE?

We are already preparing for the Future Homes Standard.

Our focus includes:

• Developing performance data for a wider range of window sizes.
• Continuing to offer high-performance glazing solutions.
• Supporting customers with the latest technical guidance.
• Ensuring our products continue to meet future building regulations.

Our aim is to make the transition straightforward and give our customers confidence that they are ready for 
the changes.
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